
  

Appendix D: Scoring Criteria  
 

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation  
Virginia Community Flood Preparedness Fund Grant Program  

  
SCORING CRITERIA PER CATEGORY 

  
Projects 

Eligible Projects, up to 30 points. 

• Acquisition (30) 
• Wetland/floodplain restoration, Construction of swales and settling ponds, Living 

shorelines and vegetated buffers, Permanent conservation of undeveloped lands 
identified as having flood resilience value by ConserveVirginia’s floodplain and flooding 
Resilience layer or a similar data driven analytic tool, Dam removal, Stream bank 
restoration or stabilization, Restoration of floodplains to natural and beneficial function. 
(25) 

• Other nature-based approach (20) 
• Hybrid approach resulting in nature-based solution (15) 
• All other projects (10) 

Social Vulnerability Index Score, up to 10 points. 

• Very High Social Vulnerability (More than 1.5) (10)  
• High Social Vulnerability (1.0 to 1.5) (8) 
• Moderate Social Vulnerability (0.0 to 1.0) (5) 
• Low Social Vulnerability (-1.0 to 0.0) (0) 
• Very Low Social Vulnerability (Less than -1.0) (0) 

 Community scale of benefits, up to 30 points. 

• More than one census block (30) 
• 50-100% of census block (25) 
• 25-49% of census block (20) 
• Less than 25% of census block (0) 

Expected lifespan of project, up to 10 points.  
• 10 -14 Years (3)  
• 15 - 20 Years (5)  
• Over 20 Years (10)   

Remedy for NFIP probation or suspension (yes 5, no 0)  
Proposed project part of a low-income geographic area (yes 10, no 0)  



Proposed project implements a Chesapeake Bay TMDL BMP (yes 5, no 0) 

Studies  
Revising floodplain ordinances to maintain compliance with the NFIP or to incorporate higher 
standards that may reduce the risk of flood damage, 30 points.  

Creating tools or applications to identify, aggregate, or display information on flood risk or 
creating a crowd-sourced mapping platform that gathers data points about real-time flooding. 

This could include a locally or regionally based web-based mapping product that allows local 
residents to better understand their flood risk, 25 points.  

Conducting hydrologic and hydraulic studies of floodplains. Applicants who create new maps 
must apply for a Letter of Map Change through the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), 15 points.  

Studies and Data Collection of Statewide and Regional Significance. Funding of studies of 
statewide and regional significance and proposals will be considered for the studies listed 
below, Up to 45 points.  

• Updating precipitation data and IDF information (rain intensity, duration, frequency
estimates) including such data at a sub-state or regional scale on a periodic basis. (45)

• Regional relative sea level rise projections for use in determining future impacts. (45)
• Vulnerability analysis either statewide or regionally to state transportation, water

supply, water treatment, impounding structures, or other significant and vital
infrastructure from flooding.   (45)

• Flash flood studies and modeling in riverine regions of the state. (45)
• Statewide or regional stream gauge monitoring to include expansion of existing gauge

networks. (45)
• New or updated delineations of areas of recurrent flooding, stormwater flooding, and

storm surge vulnerability in coastal areas that include projections for future conditions
based on sea level rise, more intense rainfall events, or other relevant flood risk factors.
(45)

• Regional flood studies in riverine communities that may include watershed scale
evaluation, updated estimates of rainfall intensity, or other information. (45)

• Regional hydrologic and hydraulic studies of floodplains. (45)
• Studies of potential land use strategies that could be implemented by a local

government to reduce or mitigate damage from coastal or riverine flooding. (40)
• Other proposals that will significantly improve protection from flooding on a statewide

or regional basis (35)

Social Vulnerability Index Score, up to 10 points. 



  

• Very High Social Vulnerability (More than 1.5) (10)   
• High Social Vulnerability (1.0 to 1.5) (8)  
• Moderate Social Vulnerability (0.0 to 1.0) (5)  
• Low Social Vulnerability (-1.0 to 0.0) (0)  
• ery Low Social Vulnerability (Less than -1.0) (0)  

 
Remedy for NFIP probation or suspension (yes 5, no 0)  
Proposed project part of a low-income geographic area (yes 10, no 0)  
Proposed project implements a Chesapeake Bay TMDL BMP (yes 5, no 0)  
  
Capacity Building and Planning  
Eligible Capacity Building and Planning Activities. Up to 100 points.  

Development of a new resilience plan (95)  
Revisions to existing resilience plans and modifications to existing comprehensive and 

 hazard mitigation plans (60)  
Resource assessments, planning, strategies, and development (40)  
Policy management and/or development (35)  
Stakeholder engagement and strategies (35)  
Goal planning, implementation, and evaluation (25)  
Long term maintenance strategy (25)  
Other proposals that will significantly improve protection from flooding on a statewide 

 or regional basis approved by the Department (15)  
Social Vulnerability Index Score, up to 10 points.   

• Very High Social Vulnerability (More than 1.5) (10)   
• High Social Vulnerability (1.0 to 1.5) (8)  
• Moderate Social Vulnerability (0.0 to 1.0) (5)  
• Low Social Vulnerability (-1.0 to 0.0) (0)  
• Very Low Social Vulnerability (Less than -1.0) (0)  

 Community scale of benefits, up to 30 points.  
• More than one census block (30)  
• 50-100% of census block (25)  
• 25-49% of census block (20)  
• Less than 25% of census block (0)  

  
Remedy for NFIP probation or suspension (yes 5, no 0)  
Proposed project part of a low-income geographic area (yes 5, no 0)  
 
 

 
 
 


