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No matter what season it is, no matter if we have our 

leaves or not, we are still alive and well, providing 

important habitat for the creatures of Hungry 

Mother’s woods. It may be harder to tell what we are 

in the winter, but with a few hints and some 

investigation, we think you can find all of us hiding 

in plain sight along the Clyburn Hollow Trail. See 

how many you can find by matching our names and 

descriptions to our pictures . 

1. Yellow Poplar or Tulip Poplar 
 I have light gray bark with thick flat topped ridges 

& white furrows. I have a very long straight tree 
trunk. My leaves have a unique four-pointed 
shape. 

 
2. American Beech 

I have light gray mottled bark that is thin and 
smooth.  My twigs are one inch points that look 
like a long thorn. I am known for hanging onto 
my football-shaped leaves even after they turn 
brown in the winter. 

 
3. Eastern Hemlock 

My bark is scaly red brown in color with ridges. 
My needles are flat with round tips and grow up 
to a half inch long. I am an evergreen. 

 
4. Rhododendron 

I’m not technically a tree, but I am very common 
in these woods. I have an oval leaf four to ten 
inches long that stays green throughout the    
winter. I am found along streams and grow 
densely to create a thick barrier.   

 
5. Shortleaf Pine 

My needles are three to five inches long and I 
spread my seeds with egg shaped cones.  My bark 
is made of thin, reddish scales. 

 
6. Black Oak 

My leaves have lobes that are bristled and    
pointed on the end. I have dark, furrowed, nearly 
black bark. 

 
7. Blackgum 

I have square blocked bark that is almost black 
and resembles an alligator’s hide. My leaves are 
pointed on both ends but with more curved veins 
than the similar Beech leaves. 

 
8. Shagbark Hickory 

My most distinguishing characteristic is my  
shaggy gray bark. I usually have five leaves that 
grow together on one stem 

 
9. White Oak 

My bark is light gray with a pattern of small  
rectangular blocks. My leaves have rounded 
lobes. 

Do you enjoy self-guided activities? Try out some 
of our others: 
 
Park Pack - Take a Park Pack with you to learn more 
about the flowers, trees, wildlife or birds you will see 
along the way. Park Packs are stocked with field 
guides, binoculars and other goodies to help you    
explore. Contact the Discovery Center for more       
details. Free 
 
Geocaching -  Geocaching is a real-world treasure 
hunt.  There are many geocaches hidden around the 
park. Visit the Discovery Center to borrow a GPS 
unit, get a list of geocaches and start your hunt. Free 
 
Track Trail - The TRACK trail is a family-friendly 
trail that uses a variety of brochures full of fun 
activities along a portion of the lake trail to introduce 
your child to nature. Access it from the kiosk at Lot 6. 
Free 
 
CCC Scavenger Hunt - President Roosevelt’s         
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) brought hope to       
families and created many of the public spaces we 
enjoy today. Stop by the Discovery Center to pick up 
a guide and learn how Hungry Mother was developed 
by these ambitious young men. Free 
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